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Aeolian Rustling (5)
see Rustling Glissando, page 238

Aeolian Tremolo (S)
see page 250

ArpeggiolNon Arpeggio 228
Bending the Pitch 229

/

Bisbigliando (Whispering) 229

Brushing the Strings, Hand
Slides
see Whistling Sounds, page 255

Clusters 231
A. Plucked Clusters 231
B. Hand-Slap Clusters 231
Damping/Muffling (Etouffer) 231
A. General Damp Sign 231
B. Damp All Strings 232
c. Damp Only the Low Strings 232
D. Damp with Both Hands 232
E. Damp at Specific Points 232
F. Damp Specific Strings 233
G. Damp Specific Pitch Areas 233

H. Damp All Strings below the Written
Note 233

1. Damp All Strings from the Small
Note on Down 234
1. Damp in a Patting Motion 234
K. Isolated Sounds (S) 234
L. Repeated Pattern Indication 234
M. Staccato Damping 234
Fingernail Buzz 235
Fingernail Plucking 235
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Glissandos 236
A. Cluster Glissandos 236
B. Two-Tone Glissandos 236
c. Glissandos for Three or More
Tones (Fingers) 236
D. Fingernail(s) 236
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F. Gushing Chords (S) 237
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H. Rustling Glissundo 238
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Half Pedal 239
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Laisser vibrer (1.v.): Let
Vibrate 240

Metallic Sound (S)
see String Noise, page 238

Muffling
see Damping, page 231

Muting 240
A. Mute Near the Sounding Board 240
B. Mute and Pluck Near the Sounding

Board 241
C. Mute and Pluck In or Near the
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p. Harmonics 241
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H. Snare-Drum Effect (S) 242 .
Non Glissando 237

This is also a good resource that includes video demonstrations of techniques: http://harpnotation.com

Pedal Buzz
see Half Pedal, page 239

Pedal Noise 242
Pedal Slide 243
Pedal Trill 243
Pedals 244
A. Pitch Letiers 244
B. Pedal Diagrams 244
C. One Foot, Two Pedals 245
D. “‘Wrong'' Foot 245
Placement of Playing

Indications 246
Plectrum 246

Présde la Table (Play near the
Sounding Board)
see pages 248 and 253

Prés des Chevilles (Play at the

Upper Ends of the Strings)
see pages 250 and 253

Range 246
Scordatura (Abnormal

Tuning) 246
A. Actual Sound (*'Concert Pitch'’) 246
B. Transposed 247

Scraping a String
see Measured Scraping, page 253

Slap Pizzicato 247
Snare-Drum Effect (S) 242
Sounding Board 248

Striking the Body or the
Sounding Board 248
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Tam Tam Sound (§)
see Striking the Strings, page 249
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see String Noise, page 238

Top (Upper Ends of Strings) 250
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A. Aeolian Tremolo (S) 250
B. Thumb Tremolo 251
Trills 251

Trilling (Vibrating) between
Two Strings 251

Tuning, Abnormal
see Scordatura, page 246

Tuning-Key Slides 251
Vertical Locations on the
Strings 252
A. Changing Vertical Locations 252
B. Playing near the Botiom 253
C. Playing near the Top 253
Vibrato 253
Whistling Sounds (S):
Fingernail Scrapes 253
A. Measured (Slow) Scraping 253
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228 MUSIC NOTATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Preliminary Remarks

Much of the notation recommended in this chapter hails from Carlos Salzed:
virtually clairvoyant L' Etude moderne de la harpe of 1918, including his color
terminology for many of the effects. Wherever this terminology has been :
tained, it has been identified with a parenthetical S.

The large number of effects, their notational devices and practices included
this chapter, and the abundance of practical information for the actual producti
of these effects—an expansiveness not found in most of the other chapters—is
tributable not only to the considerable versatility of the harp, but also to the wic
spread ignorance of its resources among otherwise well-informed musicians.

Arpeggio/Non Arpeggio

For general instructions, see page 3 f.

All unmarked chords and intervals are played arpeggio or non arpegg
(*‘flat’’) at the discretion of the harpist. Traditional practice, especially
romantic music, favors a slight rolling of the chords. In twentieth-centu
music, unrolled playing has become more common. To avoid ambiguities it
strongly suggested that clear instructions be given concerning the desired sty
of playing, as follows:

Indicate at the beginning of a composition or movement either sempre ¢
peggio or sempre non arpeggio, unless no predominant style of playing is ¢
sired.

In a piece marked sempre arpeggio, no additional arpeggio signs need
marked, except:

I. When the direction or speed of the roll is specified (see page 4);

2. When occasional non arpeggio intervals or chords appear. These must
be marked with non arpeggio brackets ([), and as a precaution, an arpeggio
sign must be placed before the first chord or interval (in both hands) when
the prevailing arpeggio style is to be resumed. (The cautionary arpeggio
signs serve the same purpose as the words ordinario or normale in music
for other instruments.)
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Cbnversely, in a piece marked sempre non arpeggio, no additional non &
peggio signs are needed, except when occasional arpeggio intervals or chords a

Please check all notation with a performer; some of these techniques are not standard, and the notation may not be familiar to all performers.
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pear. These must be marked with appropriate arpeggio signs, and a non arpeggio
bracket must be placed before the first chord or interval (in both hands) when the
prevailing non arpeggio style of playing is to be resumed.
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Note that harp music frequently combines non arpeggio in one hand and ar-
peggio in the other. These playing modes must be marked meticulously:

§ 200N oI SO SUUW WY VNN S S {

RH S N (S SN S ST AV S o
- b4 { 1 & & i 4 " A L &
{ LI S G SN SUDS SESS SN

3 4 y . ) & | 4 y | ¥ 4 ) o | od
L" 1 I 1 L & ) ; ol 4 1 ) ¢
- { * L L r A L & | & 1 1

LT G SUOR A SN S S

12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9101

In 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7 both hands play together;
in 2, 3, and 10 the left hand precedes the right hand;
in 8, 9, and 11 the right hand precedes the left hand.

Bending the Pitch

The player is to insert the wooden part of the tuning key between two strings,
then pluck one of them and twist the key so as to raise the pitch slightly. Always
indicate whether the tuning key is to be inserted near the sounding board (p.d.1.t.
= prés de la table) or in the center of the strings. pd.lt.

L fbend ton:)
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Bisbigliando (Whispering)

This-is-a-form-of tr&molo for two hamds:
The notes for the right and left hands are notated either in the same staff, with

up- and downstems, and with tremolo bars above or below: 5
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250 MUSIC NOTATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Strumming

Short, rapid strumming on consecutive strings (actually clusters) are noted
as follows:

For small clusters (up) j ;] (down)

o]

For larger clusters

(Same notation as for Gushing Chords, see page 237))
For muffled strums see Muting, Snare Drum Effect, page 242.

Top (Upper Ends of Strings)

To indicate playing at upper ends of strings (prés des chevilles), it is best to use
verbal indications instead of the abbreviation PC, which is not known beyond
harpist circles. (‘‘Play near the screws’’ is not recommended because it is unclear
whether to play above or below the screws.) For a symbol, see page 253.

Tremolos

A. Aeolian Tremolo (S)
Rub strings (between notated pitches) very rapidly, back and forth, with open
hand, fingers pointing up:

N..: It is important that pedal indications for the strings be given between the
notated notes.

B. Thumb Tremolo
Brush strings rapidly back and forth with the side of the thumb: ;ﬂb

2

HARP 251
Trills

With one hand (use single skem) With two hands (use double stems)

b b

= 4

A one-handed trill is necessarily slower than a two-handed one. Harp players
will usually perform a two-handed trill wherever practical, often despite the nota-

tion. It is recommended, therefore, to leave this particular decision to the per-
formers.

Trilling (Vibrating) between Two Strings

Verbal instructions should be used, with or without the wavy line.* (This effect

is quite soft.)
vibrate with heavy
nai] between strings

P ==
Note the curve showing the up-and-down motion of the playing implement.
vibrate with pencil
between strings
n W

P e————— mp

Again, note vertical motion.

Tuning-Key Slides

The following effects can only be produced with old-fashioned tuning keys of
uncovered wood and metal.

*Indicating the changing vertical locations of the implement is optional. If the wavy line is used, it
should be drawn as close to the music and/or instructions as space permits.
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272  MUSIC NOTATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
Verbal instructions should always accompany a pedal-sound effect.

Electronic amplification of the sound is suggested since the strings reverber-
ate only very softly.

Silent Depression of Keys

This is notated with diamond-shaped, full-size notes:

0 e

- [» 1 ] X —

@j_i:?‘;}g&ufma_ﬁ —
depress @

silently

8y
e
senza ped.

[+ 3

A

F - . N
=

{depress silently) IA‘ .

o V*j—i_f:b:ﬂiﬁ{
b S S S
Wy M ALMNA

See also Harmonics, page 261 f, and Inside the Piano: Strumming, page
268 f.

Staccato Reverberations

Catching the vibrations after a staccato attack may be effected in two ways:

By silently redepressing the key(s) ﬁ ‘b J
7

senza pedale
(The senza pedale is optional but advisable.)

By depressing the damper pedal immediately after leaving the key(s) ca_!(c;‘h s%ur]ld
with pedal

)

Tied Notes from One Hand to the Other
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